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Liturgy of the Word with Children 
Te Ritenga o te Kupu hei ngā Tamariki 

 

Prepared by the Liturgy Centre, Catholic Diocese of Auckland 
 

 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 
Green 

‘Called and sent’ 
                                              Amos 7: 10-15      Psalm 85      Ephesians 1:3-10     Mark 6: 7-13   

 

 

When Jesus sends out his disciples, he sends them in 

pairs, to be a support for each other. 

We need to ask ourselves two questions: how ready 

are we to speak out God’s truth when we know it will 

make us unpopular?  How best can we support and 

encourage each other to live and work as Jesus asks 

us to do, especially if we are in an environment that 

is hostile to hearing the good news of God’s love. 

 

Leader’s Preparation 
In preparation for leading this celebration, begin by reading and reflecting on the Scriptures for 
the Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, starting with the Gospel. (You may choose to use or 
focus on one reading only, but remember that the Gospel may not be omitted.) Then look 
through the preparatory material that follows and familiarise yourself with the Liturgy Outline.  
 
 

GOSPEL                    Mark 6: 7-13 

 
Jesus called together his twelve apostles and sent them out two by two with 

power over evil spirits.  He told them: “You may take along a walking stick.  

But don’t carry food or a travelling bag or any money.  It’s all right to wear 

sandals, but don’t take along a change of clothes. 

When you are welcomed into a home, stay there until you leave that town.  

If any place won’t welcome you or listen to your message, leave and shake the dust from your 

feet as a warning to them.” 

The apostles left and started telling everyone to turn to God.  They forced out many demons 

and healed a lot of sick people by anointing them with oil. 
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FIRST READING                  Amos 7:10-15 

 

Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent this message to Jereboam the king of Israel: “Amos is plotting 

against you in the very heart of Israel.  Our nation cannot put up with his message for very long.  

Here is what he is saying: ‘Jereboam will be put to death, and the people will be taken to a 

foreign country.’” 

Amaziah told Amos, “Take your visions and leave!  Go back to Judah and earn your living there 

as a prophet.  Don’t do any more preaching here at Bethel.  The king worships here, and this is 

our national temple.” 

Amos answered, “I’m not a prophet!  And I wasn’t trained to be a prophet.  I raise livestock and 

take care of fig trees.  But the Lord told me to leave my herds and preach to the people of Israel. 

 

PSALM              Psalm 85 
 

Response:   Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.  

   or  Alleluia! 
 

I will listen to you, Lord God, because you promise peace to those who are faithful. 

You are ready to rescue everyone who worships you,  

so that you will live with us in all of your glory. R 

 

Love and loyalty will come together; goodness and peace will unite. 

Loyalty will sprout from the ground; justice will look down from the sky above. R 

 

Our Lord, you will bless us; our land will produce wonderful crops. 

Justice will march in front, making a path for you to follow. R 

 

SECOND READING         Ephesians 1:3-10 

       

Brothers and sisters: Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for the spiritual 

blessings that Christ has brought us from heaven!  Before the world was created, God had Christ 

choose us to live with him and to be his holy and innocent and loving people.  God was kind 

and decided that Christ would choose us to be God’s own adopted children.  God was very kind 

to us because of the Son he dearly loves, and so we should praise God. 

Christ sacrificed his life’s blood to set us free, which means that our sins are forgiven.  Christ 

did this because God was so kind to us. 

God has great wisdom and understanding, and by what Christ has done, God has shown us his 

own mysterious ways.  Then, when the time is right, God will do all that he has planned, and 

Christ will bring together everything in heaven and on earth. 
 

Scriptures from the Lectionary for Masses with Children (CEV) 
© Archdiocese of Chicago LTP. 1994  Used with permission 
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Background to the Readings for Leaders 
The theme of today’s readings is Mission, the call and the sending out of us and others to 

witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ. Amos in the First Reading was a sheep farmer who 

felt that he was called by God to preach against the social injustice that was rife in the northern 

kingdom of Israel, and so he is found at the national temple in Bethel denouncing the 

government of the day. Prophets were expected to denounce the enemies of the nation, not 

the nations own rulers and so Amaziah, the priest at Bethel was asked to move Amos on. But 

unlike Amaziah, Amos had no position or status in the community to lose. Being a simple farmer 

it was difficult to pressure him into moving along and out of the way. So Amos continued to 

prophesy and be a prickle in their skin (or a pebble in the shoe). Continually he reminded them 

of their fate if they did not change from their unjust ways. Amos was the first of a series of 

strong charismatic prophets. He appeared from Judah, when Israel was expanding, prosperous 

and powerful. His words were not welcome. 

In the Gospel we have the story of Jesus sending out the Apostles as his missionaries, telling 

them to travel light, they are not to be weighed down with possessions, nor should they take 

money. They were to have the freedom of Amos - the freedom of the unencumbered. They 

have to carry the missionary word of Jesus. That is enough. That is the only necessity they are 

to carry.  

 
Images from the Readings 

 Leave  

 Called and sent 

 Turn to God 

 Anointing with oil 

 

 
Reflection for Leaders 
The Apostles were not to rely on their own resources but on the authority that had been given 

them by God and the kindness of those they met on their way. It is the same for us. Being that 

vulnerable makes the message their real resource, they, like us and Amos, have to rely on the 

power and authority given to us. 

You might help the children understand that when we are free of all our possessions then we are 

free to work for the Lord. Only then can we have our minds on the job of living the Christian life 

and bringing others to Christ. We have but to live simply, trust in Jesus and spread Jesus’ message 

of the Good News. Ask the children if they think they could leave all their possessions, home and 

parents behind and follow Jesus.  

We are called to be Jesus to others. If we cannot imagine doing so now, it is 

something for us to grow towards, something to aim for as we grow 

stronger and more mature within the sheltering embrace of our homes, 

families and friends.  

The children might make a list of the things they cannot possibly live without. Such a list would 

be interesting for them to revisit in a year or two or three so ask them to put it somewhere, 
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inside a favourite book perhaps, where they can find it in a couple of years’ time. They might be 

surprised at how what they thought was so vital to them has faded to become less important or 

even to be of no importance at all. The children can also be encouraged to foster in themselves 

a spirit of independence of thought. We see a good example of it in the life of Amos as given to 

us in today’s Liturgy of the Word. Independence and courage to stand up for injustice, to stand 

up for what we know to be right when everyone else seems to be giving in to what is popular or 

easy. Racial intolerance or abuse is a good example of a prevailing attitude within our community 

that needs everyone’s attention. We have to be brave and stand up against racial abuse and 

intolerance. We have to turn our backs to criticism and speak out for what we know is right and 

just at all times. 

As followers of Christ, carriers of Christ’s message, we can pray together with the children for 

the courage and the strength to carry out our mission in the world, and to leave behind the things 

that don’t matter.  

PS  Is it time to sort out the extra clothes and shoes/toys/storage cupboards etc and offer these 

goods to the local Hospice Shop or similar charity? 

 
Reflecting on the Readings with the children 
Before Sunday read over the suggested discussion points given in the Leader’s Liturgy Outline. 
With the 8-12 year olds: First, listen to the children’s own responses to the Reading/s and then, 
if needed, use some of the discussion starters suggested.  
With the 5-7 year olds:  Adapt some of the questions in the 8-12 material and then join with the 
older group for the ‘Liturgical Action’.  
 

Suggested Focus 
Green cloth, Lectionary, a candle, a walking stick and sandals.    

 

  



Prepared by the Liturgy Centre, Catholic Diocese of Auckland 5 
 

LEADER’S LITURGY OUTLINE 
 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 
 

At a suitable moment after the Opening Rites, but before the First Reading is proclaimed, the 
children are presented with the Children’s Lectionary and a candle and sent, with their ministers, 
to the place where they will celebrate their own Liturgy of the Word, with words of dismissal 
such as the following: 

 

INVITATION –   Pōwhiri   

I invite the children to join in the procession for their 
celebration of the Liturgy of the Word. 

 
To the Minister of the Word: Receive this Book of Readings and proclaim God’s Word 

faithfully to the children entrusted to your care. 
 
 Receive this candle as the light of Christ who is present in 

his Word.  
 
 

PROCESSION WITH THE BOOK OF READINGS – Te Kapa 
o te Pukapuka Tapu 
 
 
WELCOME – Ko te whakatau  
Leader:    O God, you call us to be your children and to look after others. Help us to show  

  your love to those we live and play with.                 

℞  Amen.  

 

First Reading:  Amos 7: 10-15 
(if used)    The Word of the Lord / Ko te Kupu a te Ariki 
    Thanks be to God / Whakamoemiti ki te Atua 
 

Psalm 85  Response: Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation. 

    or     Alleluia! 

 

Second Reading:  Ephesians 1:3-10  
(if used)    The Word of the Lord / Ko te Kupu a te Ariki 
    Thanks be to God / Whakamoemiti ki te Atua 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Sing)  Music © 2011 Maria Guzzo 

Gospel: Mark 6: 7-13 

 
Minister of the Word:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark 
Children:   Glory to you, O Lord / Korōria ki ā koe, e te Ariki 
 
At the end of the Gospel: The Gospel of the Lord 
Children:   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ / Kia whakanuia rā koe, e te 
         Ariki, e Hēhu Karaiti. 
 

REFLECTING ON THE READINGS WITH THE 
CHILDREN – Whai Whakaaro 
8-12 year olds:  
Suggested Beginning:    A good place to begin is with the question: What did you hear? Allow 

children the opportunity to respond in their own words to hearing the Word of God. When each 

has had an opportunity to speak you might begin general discussion by building on to their 

responses. Help the children to focus on the “feelings” in this particular Gospel reading by using 

some prepared questions like the following:   

 Can you think of a time when you have been asked to do something new or different for 

the very first time that made you feel very unsure or worried about how you would do 

it?  (First day in a new school, being asked to do a new job or taking on some 

responsibility without much help or preparation) Can you remember how that felt?  How 

did you manage?  Did you make any mistakes?  What did you learn from this experience? 

 Amos is someone who was sent to do a new job for God: “Go and prophesy to my people 

Israel.” But the people of the land want to throw him out for his message is distasteful 

to them. So why do you think Amos is being told to “Take your visions and leave! Go 

back to Judah...”? 

  What is Amos’ reply?  
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Amos is another of the prophets sent by God to be a messenger to the people. He is 

treated by the chosen people in much the same way as they treated Ezekiel in last 

week’s reading. With scorn and contempt and closed hearts.  

The word Apostle means “a person who is sent” In today’s Gospel Jesus gives his 

Apostles a new job.  He sends them out to preach the Good News with these 

instructions: (lay down the walking stick and the sandals)  Jesus told his disciples they 

weren’t to take anything for the journey except a walking stick and sandals – no food, 

no travelling bag, no money and no change of clothes and warns them that they, like he, 

might be rejected.  

 Why do you think he wanted them to travel light like this, instead of taking everything 

they wanted with them?  Draw the children to see this could be sensible because they 

wouldn’t have to worry about being robbed; they would have to depend on God and 

the people they worked with to give them food and shelter; it would give other people 

lots of opportunities to be generous and helpful towards them; it would show others 

that they were not out to make money from those in need; by 

being needy themselves they were sharing in the hardships of 

God’s people and showing that God’s love can be clearly seen 

when people look after one another.  This way of life is a real sign 

or “uniform” of prophets and apostles, of holy men and women 

and children of all ages.  They/we are to teach everyone, 

encouraging them to change their hearts and their lives healing 

those who are ill, feeding the hungry, giving comfort to those who 

are frightened and worried. 

 Can you think of some ways in which you can be like a prophet or 

an apostle in your daily life? 

 

5-7 year olds: Adapt some of the questions in the 8-12 material and then join with the older 
group for the ‘Liturgical Action’  
 

 
 

LITURGICAL ACTION – Ko te Ritenga Karakia 
 

Sing together one of the following,or similar:  

God Has Chosen Me (AOV 1:21);  

God’s Spirit is in my Heart, (Sing to the Lord 75)  

Song of the Body of Christ (AOV 1:27) 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH – Panui o te Whakapono 
We believe in God the Father, 
  who made the whole world. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
  who was born in Bethlehem  
  and lived among us, 
  who died on the cross for us, 
  and rose from the dead. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit 
  who brings life and love to us all. 
We believe that the Church is one family,  
  and that one day 
  we will share everlasting life 
  with God in heaven.  
Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL – Te Īnoīnga o te Hunga 
Whakapono 
(Here are some suggested intercessions; you are encouraged to compose your own according 
to the age and experience of the children) 
Leader:   Full of hope and faith and with the words of today’s readings in our hearts let us  

  call upon our loving God for our needs. 
  

 For the Church, a mother to those without hope in their hearts.    

Let us pray to the Lord      ℞ Lord hear our prayer 

or  E te Ariki whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 
 

 That we, the children of Aotearoa New Zealand will take care of one another. 

Let us pray to the Lord      ℞ Lord hear our prayer 
or  E te Ariki whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 

 

 That the land of Aotearoa New Zealand will welcome all people of good will.  

Let us pray to the Lord      ℞ Lord hear our prayer 
or  E te Ariki whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 

 

 That we have the strength and courage to do what we know is right.  

Let us pray to the Lord      ℞ Lord hear our prayer 

or  E te Ariki whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 
 

Leader:  Loving God you are the source of all our hope, gather those for whom we pray to 

  you.      We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord and Shepherd. 

All:    Amen 

 
The children re-join the assembly before the prayers over the gifts.  


