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Liturgy of the Word with Children 
Te Ritenga o te Kupu hei ngā Tamariki 

 

Prepared by the Liturgy Centre, Catholic Diocese of Auckland 

 

Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 
Green 

‘Being tolerant’ 
                                                                 Numbers 11: 25-29     Psalm 66     Mark 9:38-41 

 

 

Jesus places great importance on people giving 

good example and following others good 

example. Jesus also wants us to learn to be 

tolerant of both our own and other people’s 

faults and their gifts – that means celebrating 

their successes  

and forgiving their failings.   

Being tolerant can sometimes be tough. 

 

 
Leader’s Preparation 
In preparation for leading this celebration begin by 
reading and reflecting on the Scriptures for the 
Twenty sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, starting with 
the Gospel. (You may choose to use or focus on one 
reading only, but remember that the Gospel may 
not be omitted.) Then look through the preparatory 
material that follows and familiarise yourself with 
the Liturgy Outline.  

 

GOSPEL                    Mark 9:38-41 

 

The disciple John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw a man using your name to force demons out of 

people.  But he was not one of us, and we told him to stop.” 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Don’t stop him!  No one who works miracles in my name will soon 

turn and say something bad about me.  Anyone who is not against us is for us.  And anyone who 

gives you a cup of water in my name, just because you belong to me, will surely be rewarded. 
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FIRST READING         Numbers 11:25-29 

The Lord came down in a cloud and spoke with Moses.  Then he took some of the Spirit’s power 

that he had given to Moses, and he gave it to the seventy leaders.  The men prophesied, but they 

did it only this one time. 

Two of the leaders had stayed in camp and had not gone out to the sacred tent.  They were Eldad 

and Medad.  But the spirit also took control of them, and they prophesied.  A young man went 

and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in camp.” 

Joshua, son of Nun, was still a boy when he first started helping Moses.  Joshua was there at the 

time and said to him, “Master, make those men stop!” 

Moses replied, “Are you saying this for my good?  I wish the Lord would give his spirit to all people 

and let them become his prophets!” 

 

PSALM                  Psalm 66 

Response:   Let all the earth cry out to God with joy 

   or  Alleluia! 
 

Tell everyone on this earth to shout praises to God! 

Sing about his glorious name.  Honour him with praises. 

Say to God, “Everything you do is fearsome!” R 

 

“You are worshipped by everyone!  We all sing praises to you.” 

Come and see the fearsome things our God has done! R 

 

All who worship God, come here and listen;   

I will tell you everything God has done for me.  Let’s praise God! 

He listened when I prayed and he was always kind. R 

 

SECOND READING                James 3:17-18 

Brothers and sisters:  You rich people should cry and weep!  Terrible things are going to happen 

to you.  Your treasures have already rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes.  Your money 

has rusted, and the rust will be evidence against you, as it burns your body like fire. 

Yet you keep on storing up wealth in these last days.  You refused to pay the people who 

worked in your fields, and now their unpaid wages are shouting out against you.  The Lord All-

Powerful has surely heard the cries of the workers who harvested your crops. 

While here on earth, you have thought only of filling your own stomachs and having a good 

time.  But now you are like fat cattle on their way to be butchered.  You have condemned and 

murdered innocent people, who couldn’t even fight back. 
 

Scriptures from the Lectionary for Masses with Children (CEV) 
© Archdiocese of Chicago LTP. 1994  Used with permission  
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Background to the Readings for Leaders 
The story of Moses in the First Reading concerns two elders who were outside the group of those 

especially chosen by Moses as leaders of the people.  The point of the reading is found in Moses’ 

reply to the annoyed chosen ones - he tells them that people have no control over the spirit of 

God; that it blows where it will and is not confined to those who have special office or 

responsibility.  This lesson echoes again the truth that God’s ways are not our ways.   

In the Gospel, Jesus warns his disciples against becoming a closed, exclusive and narrow-minded 

group. Jesus rejects nothing and no-one who contributes to the well-being of humanity. 

Jesus also warns against damaging the faith of others who believe in him. In the full Gospel 

reading for this Sunday, not in this shorter reading in the Children’s Lectionary, Jesus uses strong, 

figurative language, to urge his disciples to rid themselves of anything that would lead to sin.  In 

the New Testament, the body is a common metaphor for the church, so these sayings of Jesus 

may have referred to the exclusion from the community of those who gave offence. 

 

 
Images from the Readings 
 Stop 

 Gives you a cup of water in my name 

 

 
Reflection for Leaders 
One of the saddest facts of Christianity must surely be the 

divisions and in-fighting that occur between groups of differing 

Christian denominations or even groups within the same church.  

The Holy Spirit often works in and through people who are outside 

the expected.  How open are we to others?   

Can you think of a time when you mistrusted or misjudged someone who was outside your group, 

or made efforts to welcome someone new and different?  

Today is Jesus calling us to examine just how tolerant we are of others with a differing faith 

experience?  How well do we reflect Jesus’ generosity of spirit?   

In what ways has God been at work in your life up to now?  Which aspects of your life may need 

to be pruned in order that you can flourish in your faith and come closer to God?  

 

  

 Generosity of spirit 

 Tolerance       
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Reflecting on the Readings with the children 
Before Sunday read over the suggested discussion points given in the Leader’s Liturgy Outline. 
First, listen to the children’s own responses to the Reading/s and then, if needed, use some of 
the discussion starters suggested. With the 5-7 year olds you may need to adapt some of the 
questions in the 8-12 material and then join with the older group for the ‘Liturgical Action’.  
 

 
Suggested Focus  
Green cloth (ordinary time), Lectionary, candle,  
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LEADER’S LITURGY OUTLINE 

Twenty sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 
 

At a suitable moment after the Opening Rites, but before the First Reading is proclaimed, the 
children are presented with the Children’s Lectionary and a candle and sent, with their ministers, 
to the place where they will celebrate their own Liturgy of the Word, with words of dismissal 
such as the following: 

 

INVITATION –   Pōwhiri I invite the children to join in the procession for 

  their celebration of the Liturgy of the Word. 
 
To the Minister of the Word: Receive this Book of Readings and proclaim God’s Word 

faithfully to the children entrusted to your care. 

 Receive this candle as the light of Christ who is present in 
his Word.  

 

 
PROCESSION WITH THE BOOK OF READINGS – Te Kapa 
o te Pukapuka Tapu 
 

 
WELCOME – Ko te whakatau  
Leader: Loving God, You have given us all we need to live.  Help us to be thankful for 

  what we have, and be generous and tolerant of others.   

℞  Amen.  

 
 
First Reading:  Numbers 11:25-26  

(if used)    The Word of the Lord / Ko te Kupu a te Ariki 
    Thanks be to God / Whakamoemiti ki te Atua 
 

 

Psalm 66    Response:  Let all the earth cry out to God with joy 

            or  Alleluia! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Sing)     Music © 2011 Maria Guzzo 

 
Gospel: Mark 9:38-41 

 
Minister of the Word:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark 
Children:   Glory to you, O Lord / Korōria ki ā koe, e te Ariki 
 
At the end of the Gospel: The Gospel of the Lord 
Children:   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ / Kia whakanuia rā koe, e te 
         Ariki, e Hēhu Karaiti. 
 
 

REFLECTING ON THE READINGS WITH THE 
CHILDREN – Whai Whakaaro 
8-12 year olds:  
Suggested Beginning:  A good place to begin is with the question: What did you hear? Allow 

children the opportunity to respond in their own words to hearing the Word of God. When each 

has had an opportunity to speak you might begin general discussion by building on to their 

responses, perhaps using some prepared questions, like the following, to stimulate ideas:  

 Have you ever felt jealous of someone else, maybe even complained to your parents 
about them?  Maybe you feel that they think they are better than you? 

 Sometimes people only want to hear their own side of the story, and they think 
everyone else has got it wrong.  

 It can be easy to exclude others so that we can belong to the right group – how does 
it feel to be left out? 

 How do we know the difference between doing right and wrong? 



Prepared by the Liturgy Centre, Catholic Diocese of Auckland 7 
 

 Jesus wants us to learn to be tolerant of both other’s faults and their gifts – that means 
celebrating their successes and forgiving their failings.  Being tolerant can sometimes 
be tough.  

(If using the full Gospel reading, it might pay to ensure the children understand Jesus’ figure of 

speech regarding avoiding sin – it is like the saying “I’d give my right arm for…”  Explain that Jesus 

means that we should concentrate on always doing what is right first) 

 

5-7 year olds: Adapt some of the questions in the 8-12 material and then join with the older 
group for the ‘Liturgical Action’  
 

 
LITURGICAL ACTION – Ko te Ritenga Karakia 
Invite the children to hold hands in a circle and pray the Our Father together. 
 

Our Father who art in Heaven,  

Hallowed be thy name;  

Thy kingdom come  

Thy will be done  

On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses  

As we forgive those who trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil. 

Amen 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH – Panui o te Whakapono 

We believe in God the Father, 
  who made the whole world. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
  who was born in Bethlehem  
  and lived among us, 
  who died on the cross for us, 
  and rose from the dead. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit 
  who brings life and love to us all. 
We believe that the Church is one family,  
  and that one day 
  we will share everlasting life 
  with God in heaven.  
Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL – Te Īnoīnga o te Hunga 
Whakapono 
(Here are some suggested intercessions; you are encouraged to compose your own according 
to the age and experience of the children) 
 

Leader:  With hope in our hearts let us ask God for our needs: 
 

 For the Church, our guide and our strength.  Let us pray to the Lord 

℞ Lord hear our prayer  or E te Ariki whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 

 

 That our communities will learn to welcome those who feel they don’t belong 

 Let us pray to the Lord 

℞ Lord hear our prayer  or E te Ariki whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 

 

 That we, the people of Aotearoa-New Zealand, will treat others with generosity and 

tolerance.  Let us pray to the Lord 

℞ Lord hear our prayer  or E te Ariki whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 

 

 For those who feel unloved and excluded.  Let us pray to the Lord.   

℞ Lord hear our prayer  or E te Ariki whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 

 

Leader: O God, you care for your people.  Hear the prayers that we your children make to you 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

All:  Amen 

 
The children rejoin the assembly before the prayers over the gifts. 
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Twenty sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 
 

Chorus play   Mark 9:38-41  Anyone who is not against us is for us 

Note to leaders:  The following chorus play is appropriate to use with children of any age but especially 
suitable for younger children. 

People required: Reader 1 and Reader 2 

Reader 1: Anyone who is not against us is for us.  What do you stand for? 

Reader 2: We stand for truth! 

Chorus: Truth! 

Reader 1: Anyone who is not against us is for us.  What do you stand for? 

Reader 2: We stand for acceptance! 

Chorus: Acceptance! 

Reader 1: Anyone who is not against us 

is for us.  What do you stand for? 

Reader 2: We stand for inclusion! 

Chorus: Inclusion! 

Reader 1: Anyone who is not against us 

is for us.  What do you stand for? 

Reader 2: We stand for peace! 

Chorus: Peace! 

Reader 1: Anyone who is not against us is for us.  What do you stand for? 

Reader 2: We stand for justice! 

Chorus: Justice! 

Reader 1: Anyone who is not against us is for us.  What do you stand for? 

Reader 2: We stand for gentleness! 

Chorus: Gentleness!   Amen 

From ‘Just Imagine 4, Many Creative ways of presenting Scripture’ written by Rina Wintour, Mountjoy Enterprises, 
www.mountjoyenterprises.com.au. Available from the Liturgy Centre.  


