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Liturgy of the Word with Children 
Te Ritenga o te Kupu hei ngā Tamariki 

 

Prepared by the Liturgy Centre, Catholic Diocese of Auckland 

 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 
Green 

‘Parable of the talents’ 
     1 Thessalonians 5:1-6   Psalm 63   Matthew 25: 14-15, 19-21 

   
 

When we love someone, we sometimes give them 
a gift, something special for them to use and 

enjoy.  God has given talents to each one of us as 
a sign of his love; these are gifts from God. 

  
 
 
 

Leader’s Preparation 
 

In preparation for leading this celebration begin by reading and reflecting on the Scriptures for 
the Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, starting with the Gospel. (You may choose to use or 
focus on one reading only but remember that the Gospel may not be omitted.) Then look through 
the preparatory material that follows and familiarise yourself with the Liturgy Outline.  
 

GOSPEL            Matthew 25: 14-15, 19-21 

 
Jesus told his disciples this story about the kingdom of God: 
“The kingdom is like what happened when a man went away and put his three servants in charge 
of all he owned.  The man knew what each servant could do.  So he handed five thousand coins 
to the first servant, two thousand to the second, and one thousand to the third.  Then he left the 
country.  
“Some time later the master of those servants returned.  He called 
them in and asked what they had done with his money.  The servant 
who had been given five thousand coins brought them in with the five 
thousand he had earned. 
He said, ‘Sir, you gave me five thousand coins, and I have earned five 
thousand more.’ 
“Wonderful!” his master replied, ‘you are a good and faithful servant.  I 
left you in charge of only a little, but now I will put you in charge of 
much more.  Come and share in my happiness.  
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FIRST READING                1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 

 
Brothers and sisters:   
I don’t need to write you about the time or date when all this will happen.  You surely know that the 
Lord’s return will be as a thief coming at night.  People will think they are safe and secure.  But destruction 
will suddenly strike them like the pains of a woman about to give birth.  And they won’t escape. 
My dear friends, you don’t live in darkness, and so that day won’t surprise you like a thief.  All of you 
belong to the light and live in the day.  We don’t live in the night or belong to the dark.  Others may sleep, 
but we should stay awake and be alert. 
 
 

PSALM                 Psalm 63 

 

Response:  The Lord is my light and my salvation 
 

You, LORD, are the light that keeps me safe.  I am not afraid of anyone.   
You protect me, and I have no fears. 
 
LORD, I know I will live to see how kind you are.   
Trust the LORD!  Be brave and strong and trust in the LORD. 

 
   Second Reading not included. 
 
 
 

Scriptures from the Lectionary for Masses with Children (CEV) 
© Archdiocese of Chicago LTP. 1994  Used with permission 
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Background to the Readings for Leaders  
Our first reading today explores two examples of suddenness – a thief in the night and the onset of labour 
pains.  When the hour comes it will be too late to prepare.  Advice on what to do in the waiting time is 
given.  Matthew also is giving instruction to the early church in Christian living in the in-between time, 
the time of waiting for the return of Jesus.  The absentee landowner has given his servants a fortune and 
on his return they must show that they had followed instructions and invested wisely. The coin referred 
to, a Jewish talent, contained more than 43,000g of silver, a substantial sum of money which at that time 
would have bought an ox.  Absentee landlords were common in Jesus’ time.  The coins in the story were 
not equally distributed.  We are each endowed with different ‘talents’ so that we can work together 
generously and share our abilities.  With his story Jesus would have challenged the images that his hearers 
may have had about just how ‘exacting’ God was considered. We each have responsibility for every one 
of our gifts – to use them rightly is to share in the joy of God’s kingdom. 
 

Images from the Readings 
• Put his servants in charge 

• I will put you in charge of much more 

• Come and share my happiness 

• People think they are safe 

• Stay awake and be alert 

 

Reflection for Leaders  
It is always a temptation to look at other people’s talents and gifts and consider them of more value than 
our own.  But today’s Gospel challenges us to reflect on the God-given gifts that we have, and perhaps 
not value much, and to use them wisely, generously, and for the benefit of others.  Jesus, after all, praised 
the servants for using their talents not just for having them.  Can you name your gifts and talents?  How 
do you use them?  It is often the little things that we do for each other that mean the most, and we often 
overlook some of our most basic gifts.  We are also 
challenged to re-examine our image of God, as 
Jesus was challenging his listeners.  Do we see God 
as shepherd, judge, father, mother, rock, king? 
Does our image of God match what Scripture tells 
us?  How might our image of God influence the way 
we respond to the invitation to enter the kingdom? 
During the week make an effort to use your talents 
specifically to bless others.  

 

Reflecting on the Readings with the children 
Before Sunday read over the suggested discussion points given in the Leader’s Liturgy Outline. 
With the 8-12 year olds: First, listen to the children’s own responses to the Reading/s and then, 
if needed, use some of the discussion starters suggested.  
With the 5-7 year olds:  Adapt some of the questions in the 8-12 material and then join with the 
older group for the ‘Liturgical Action’.  
 

Suggested Focus   
Prepare a focus for the area where the children’s Liturgy of the Word is to be held:  
Green cloth, Lectionary, a candle, a bowl and a chocolate coin for each child.  
  

http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-aKnrglnkbKE/UcJ_n636J7I/AAAAAAAAAQY/uNRmM6IpXYw/s1600/your_talent_is_god's-63835.jpg&imgrefurl=http://aravindb1982.blogspot.com/2013/06/talent-search-experience-of-student-who-got-talent-by-god-Sri-Sathya-Sai.html&h=315&w=850&tbnid=OvJQYmBB-IHzUM:&zoom=1&docid=f_gZGw9_i6HjPM&ei=hEb8U-KQG8WA8gWSsoCgAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEkQMygnMCc&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1098&page=3&start=36&ndsp=23
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LEADER’S LITURGY OUTLINE 
 
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time,  Year A 
 
At a suitable moment after the Opening Rites, but before the First Reading is proclaimed, the 
children are presented with the Children’s Lectionary and a candle and sent, with their ministers, 
to the place where they will celebrate their own Liturgy of the Word, with words of dismissal 
such as the following: 

 

INVITATION –   Pōwhiri I invite the children to join in the procession for 

      their celebration of the Liturgy of the Word. 
 
To the Minister of the Word: Receive this Book of Readings and proclaim God’s Word 

faithfully to the children entrusted to your care. 
 
 Receive this candle as the light of Christ who is present in 

his Word.  
 
 

PROCESSION WITH THE BOOK OF READINGS – Te Kapa 
o te Pukapuka Tapu 
 
 
WELCOME – Ko te whakatau  
Leader: O God, every good gift we have comes through our generosity.  Help us to use them 
  wisely for the good of others and to honour you. 

℞ Amen.  

 
 
First Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6  
(if used)      The Word of the Lord / Ko te Kupu a te Ariki 
      Thanks be to God / Whakamoemiti ki te Atua 
 

Psalm 63  Response:  The Lord is my light and my salvation 

     (or another suitable response known by the children) 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Sing)  Music © 2011 Maria Guzzo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel: Matthew 25: 14-15, 19-21 

 

Minister of the Word:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Children:   Glory to you, O Lord / Korōria ki ā koe, e te Ariki 
 
At the end of the Gospel: The Gospel of the Lord 
Children:   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ / Kia whakanuia rā koe, e te 
         Ariki, e Hēhu Karaiti. 
 
 

REFLECTING ON THE READINGS WITH THE 
CHILDREN – Whai Whakaaro 
 

8-12 year olds: Suggested Beginning:  A good place to begin is with the question:  What did you 
hear?  Allow each child the opportunity to respond in their own words to hearing the Word of 
God.  Then begin a general discussion, building on these responses, perhaps using some prepared 
questions, like the following, to stimulate ideas.   

• In today’s Gospel Jesus talks about thousands of coins that three servants were given.  
One of the servants earned as much money again.  Do you know what this is called? 
(investing)   Was the owner pleased?   What did he say to his servant?  

• Do you think Jesus is really just talking about money?  What do you think this might have 
meant? (gifts, talents).  

• Do you have a special gift or talent? (e.g. a good reader, good at sport, a willing helper, 
someone who encourages others, etc)        What is your gift? _________________ 

• Does everyone have the same gift?  Why not?  (we need each other so that when we 
work together everyone benefits) 

• What do you think is the message of Jesus’ story?  What does this story tell us about God?  
What does Jesus praise, having the talent or using the talent? 

• Jesus wants us to understand that we should use our talents wisely.  What does this 
mean?  How can we use the gifts that we have?  (whenever we share our gifts with 
anyone, even just a small thing, God is pleased) 
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5-7 year olds: Adapt some of the questions in the 8-12 material and then join with the older 
group for the ‘Liturgical Action’  

 
LITURGICAL ACTION – Ko te Ritenga Karakia 
 

Each child is to place a chocolate coin in a bowl to symbolise using our gifts together for God. 
(at the end of the liturgy coins could be distributed to the children to eat) 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH – Panui o te Whakapono 
We believe in God the Father, 
  who made the whole world. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
  who was born in Bethlehem  
  and lived among us, 
  who died on the cross for us, 
  and rose from the dead. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit 
  who brings life and love to us all. 
We believe that the Church is one family,  
  and that one day 
  we will share everlasting life 
  with God in heaven.  
Amen. 

 
 

  

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=m8IEUjUo6ChDkM&tbnid=CbgEGRme7PT5yM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.stlmsg.org/st-laurences-has-got-talent/&ei=OEj8U4fkL43d8AWf4IC4DA&bvm=bv.73612305,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGCvUtPp3x79cRMVLwy5laEebLV3Q&ust=1409128832689589
http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-xdnWQJbIlFg/TdV_iWanUAI/AAAAAAAAAAU/xq9d3Uu380I/s1600/Enjoy+Talents.png&imgrefurl=http://d-boyanddanieltalentblog.blogspot.com/&h=264&w=400&tbnid=d49ir5R1Nfy1qM:&zoom=1&docid=o6rUugD8aawfQM&ei=hEb8U-KQG8WA8gWSsoCgAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEgQMygmMCY&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1991&page=3&start=36&ndsp=23
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PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL – Te Īnoīnga o te Hunga 
Whakapono 
(Here are some suggested intercessions; you are encouraged to compose your own according to the age 
and experience of the children) 

 
Leader:  Let us call upon our God, giver of gifts and giver of life, who is near to us in every need. 
 

• That all who serve God’s family, the Church, use their gifts wisely and generously to 
help all who need it 

          Let us pray to the Lord      ℞ Lord hear our prayer 
   or    E te Ariki whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 

• That those who are poor and ill will find great comfort from the care of others 

Let us pray to the Lord      ℞ Lord hear our prayer 
           or    E te Ariki whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 

• That we learn to appreciate our gifts and those of the people around us, so that we can 
learn to work together 

         Let us pray to the Lord      ℞ Lord hear our prayer 
          or    E te Ariki whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 

• For peace in our homes, our schools, our community 

Let us pray to the Lord      ℞ Lord hear our prayer 
 or    E te Ariki whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 

 
Leader:  God, giver of all that is good, we thank you for all that you have given us.  We ask that 
you hear the prayers that we make to you through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
All: Amen 
 
The children re-join the assembly before the prayers over the gifts.  
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Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A  
 

Liquid Picture    Matthew 25: 14-15, 19-21  Parable of the talents  
 

Note to leaders:  The following liquid picture is appropriate to use with children of any age but 
especially suitable for younger children. 

How to do liquid pictures: 
Liquid Pictures is a form of drama which allows a story to be presented in a flowing or 
liquid manner. The process follows this pattern: 

• Divide the story or Scriptural passage into five or six main statements. 

• Accompany each statement with a simple action that can be held in a freeze frame 
position. 

• Choose one child to say each statement and do a simple action. These children form a 
straight line facing the audience. 

• A leader introduces the story. 

• The first child steps forward, repeats the statement two or three times (once is not 
enough for children to remember!) then freezes. 

• The second child steps forward, repeats the statement and freezes. 

• The process continues until the last child finishes. 

• The leader concludes with a simple statement. 

 

Leader: A rich man once gave his money to three servants to look after … 

   Five thousand coins! 

   Yea, I can double that! 

   But are you being honest? 

   Two thousand coins!  

   Wow, I can double that! 

   But are you being honest? 

   One thousand coins! 

   Here it is, safe and sound! 

   Now that’s honest. 

Leader:  Be honest in the way you treat people. 

 
From ‘Just Imagine 4, Many Creative ways of presenting Scripture’ written by Rina Wintour, Mountjoy Enterprises, 
www.mountjoyenterprises.com.au. Available from the Liturgy Centre.  

http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://lh4.googleusercontent.com/-3BTaMVTQRi8/T_2xRBAShuI/AAAAAAAAI6Y/YwDbH5KPTPE/huntington-beach-montessori-elementary-working-together.jpg&imgrefurl=http://imgarcade.com/1/elementary-students-working-together/&h=341&w=512&tbnid=p22dZKjCwOdTLM:&zoom=1&docid=vsyarnd0DXpfbM&ei=G0v8U96oNI2k8AW0hoHoDQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CGsQMyhjMGM4rAI&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1179&page=23&start=387&ndsp=13

