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ECUMENICAL FAITH
LEADERS

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

The Season of Creation is the annual Christian celebration to pray and
respond together to the cry of Creation: the ecumenical family around the
world unites to contemplate and care for our common home, the Oikos of
God.

The season's “Celebration” begins September 1, the Day which several
Christian denominations celebrate as a World Day of Prayer for Creation
and celebrated by some as the Feast of Creation and ends October 4, the
Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, beloved by many Christian denominations.

This year we will unite around the theme “Peace with Creation” with the
symbol “Garden of Peace”, inspired by Isaiah 32:14-18.

Ecumenical faith leaders from across the world have prepared a special
invitation for you and your community to take part in this season which you
can watch here.

Many have also shared their reflections to inspire our ecumenical family in
this journey forward, as Christians everywhere prepare to witness the hope
and action working together with and for Creation.

As a powerful statement to the importance of this ecumenical season of
prayer and action for Creation, here are the words from faith leaders of our
Christian family summoning us to this special season:

As sacred Scripture teaches, the earth is the Lord'’s
andall of us dwellinitas 'aliens and tenants’ (Leviticus
25:23). If we really wish to prepare a path to peace
in our world, let us commit ourselves to remedying
the remote causes of injustice, settling unjust and
unpayable debts, and feeding the hungry.”

His Holiness Pope Francis,
Bishop of Rome, Roman Catholic Church
Photo by LWF/Magnus Aronson
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We cannot and should not hope to address climate
change without working closely with one another.
As we have repeatedly stated, ‘we are all in the
same boat. ‘Creation care is a collective mandate
and responsibility.”

His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,
Holy Orthodox Church
Photo by N Papachristou

We thank God for our part in Creation, for the call to
treasure it, to be good stewards and to discern the
signs of the times. May we act for justice together to
safeguard people, animals and the natural world.”

Bishop Anthony Poggo,
General Secretary, Anglican Communion
Photo by ACNS/Neil Turner

We acknowledge the urgent call to action, and we
acknowledge that we can only respond to it on the
basis of faith. The Season of Creation is a source of
strength and communion.”

Rev. Dr. Anne Burghardt,
General Secretary, Lutheran World Federation
Photo by LWF/Arni Danielsson
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Let’s celebrate with St. Paul the Spirit's role as midwife
through the threefold ‘cosmotheandric’ sequence of
the holy groaning of creation as Mother Earth, of the
Spirit as midwife, and of believers as the adopted
children of God!"

Rev. Dr. Jong Chun J.C. Park,
President, World Methodist Council
Photo by UMNS/Mike DuBose

We are called to be responsible stewards and
citizens as we care for and sustain the earth which
belongs to the Lord. We each need to do our part for
creation care.”

Prof. Dr. Jerry Pillay,
General Secretary, World Council of Churches
Photo by WCC/Albin Hillert

We should not disappoint the Creator by spoiling His
creation, with which He entrusted us from the dawn
of the times and keeps protecting us from ourselves.
A paradigm shift is of utmost necessity.”

Prof. Michel Abs,
Secretary General, the Middle East Council of Churches
Photo by MECC
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We must shift away from fossil fuels and move
towards renewable energy in a fair and organised
way. Our faith calls us to support vulnerable
communities who are most affected by the climate
crisis.”

Rudelmar Bueno de Faria,
General Secretary, ACT Alliance
Photo by ACT Alliance

In this Season of Creation, | urge all Christians
everywhere to take practical steps by taking care of
the environment, conserving natural resources and
promoting sustainability to protect the Earth. | call on
all Christians to join this Season of Creation.”

Seth Appiah-Kubi,
National Director, A Rocha Ghana
Photo by A Rocha Ghana

To be at peace with creation is to dwell in harmony
with God's life-giving presence in all things. The
Season of Creation calls us to a deeper communion
with the Earth, embracing our role in God's unfolding
work of love, healing, and reconciliation for the
whole of creation.”

Dr. Hefin Jones,

Member of Executive Committee,

World Communion of Reformed Churches
Photo by The Union of Welsh Independents
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