
 

Photography, video, digital images 

Safe practices 

 

 

Introduction 
 

As part of the activities which occur within our church, there may be occasions where individuals 

wish to take photographs or video footage of children or vulnerable adults. As photographs and 

video images can be used for inappropriate purposes, it is important that there is a culture of 

consent and awareness around images being captured and shared.  

 

 

Procedure 
 

Where someone coordinating a programme or activity wishes to take photographs or video footage 

of children or vulnerable adults, they must gain the written consent of the parent or caregiver of 

the child to do so. In the case of vulnerable adults, the adult can give their consent if they are able 

to do this, or the consent of their caregiver must be sought.  (A suggested Media Consent Form is 

given below.) Refusal of consent should not in any way limit a child or vulnerable adult’s 

participation in activities. 

 

It is important to note that taking photographs or video footage requires informed consent, and 

that consent is not just required in instances where there is an intention to use or share the images 

or footage.  

 

For all events or activities, it is essential that the diocese, parish or organizing group makes clear 

to all in attendance that taking a photograph can be construed as obtaining personal information 

and therefore should be treated as any other item of personal, confidential information. Attendees 

are to be encouraged to use sensitivity when taking photographs and to confirm with the parents of 

children other than their own that they are comfortable to have their child included in photographs 

taken by someone other than their own family members. A similar courtesy should also be extended 

to adults who may be included in the photographs. 

 

There is evidence that information posted on the internet or published in a paper format can be 

used to target children, to locate them and then to groom them so your parish or group need to 

make clear to all in attendance the protocol on the use of images. 

 

The responsibility for this notification to those participating in an activity lies with the leader of 

the organizing group, such as a parish priest, but can be delegated, for example to the 

coordinator of the activity such as the Sacramental Preparation Coordinator.  

 

A typical script to convey this information could be: 

 

We understand that you may wish to make a photographic or video record of this 

event. In so doing please exercise courtesy, sensitivity and common sense in relation to 

photographing children other than your own. We request that you confirm with other 

children’s parents before including them in your personal photographs. The images that 



you take should only be used as your mementos of this event. Where photos contain 

children who are not yours, these should not be shared in any public forums such as 

social media. 

 

In addition, the following practices should be followed:  

 

 Where possible, have one photographer who takes each child’s photograph for a 

particular event, for example, Confirmation. This person should be a vetted volunteer 

or from a reputable company who can confirm reference checking, prior to 

engagement. Provide identification for the designated photographer. This ID is to be 

worn for the duration of the ritual/event and then returned to the parish/group.  

   Affirm to adults present that photographs are to be taken only for the purpose of the  

  event and that privacy laws include the protection of images.  

   All photographs should be taken in a public setting. 

   Images should be used for the intended outcomes. 

   Children should be appropriately dressed. 

  Images should be carefully stored with consent attached. 

 

 

Recommended further advice 
 

Many websites provide reliable and practical advice on managing digital safety. For extensive 

advice and guidance, go to: www.netsafe.org.nz  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.netsafe.org.nz/


 

Media Consent Form 
 

 

 

Name of person being 

photographed/videoed 

 

 

Name of authorising person  

 

Relationship 

(mother/father/caregiver, etc) 

 

 

Event/activity  

 

Location  

 

Date  

 

 

 

I give consent to photographs and/or video imagery being taken of the person 

here named for the event specified above. 

 

I give consent for the image/s to be published in connection with this event 

only and that: 

 First and last name is used 

 First name only is used 

 No name is used 

 

 

I understand that I can revoke this consent at any time in writing, which will result 

in immediate cessation of these images. 

 

 

 

Signature: ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 


