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RCIA candidates received into the Church at St Anne’s, Manurewa

Record numbers again received into the Church in Auckland

by Deacon Stephen Fraser

The Easter season of 2026 has once
again highlighted a growing interest
among those searching for faith,

with a particular emphasis on the
Eucharist — the source and summit of
Catholic life.

Across the parishes of the Diocese,
more than 440 adults were
welcomed through Baptism and the
other sacraments at Easter Vigils.
They now begin their journey of
discipleship as part of the global
Catholic family of 1.4 billion people.

Over the past year, these new
Catholics have travelled a path that
began with inquiry and searching,
moved into learning and faith
formation as catechumens, and
culminated in their election. At this
final stage, Bishop Steve Lowe
welcomed them as the Elect, ready to
be initiated into Christian and Catholic

life through faith and sacrament.

Similar growth is being seen in
dioceses around the world, with
more than 1,000 newly baptised

in Los Angeles and around 800

in London. After many years of
decline, this renewed vitality is both
encouraging and a privilege to
witness.

The Christian life is not always easy,
but it brings depth, wholeness and
joy — especially for those entering
the Church as adults. It is also a
renewed blessing for those baptised
as infants, reminding us of the gift of
life-long faith.

At the Rite of Election this year,

| met a 12-year-old who, of his
own initiative, was received at the
Cathedral. His family has faced
many challenges, and it was
deeply moving to see not only
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his commitment, but the change it
sparked. His father now seems more
confident and capable of love, and
his 11-year-old stepsister has begun
her own faith journey. This is the
quiet miracle of faith at work.

If you are interested in exploring this
journey yourself, please contact the
Catholic Diocese of Auckland Pastoral
Services at pastoraloffice@cda.org.nz,
or speak with your local parish.
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Catholic Directory edition for 2026 published

The 2026 edition of the New
Zealand Catholic Directory has
been published, supporting
collaboration between those
working in Church ministries
throughout the country.

For decades, the Catholic Directory
has served as the comprehensive
record of people and organisations
of the Church in Aotearoa New
Zealand. It lists all official Church
ministries and groups.

New Zealand Catholic Bishops
Conference executive director
Damian Dempsey said with dozens
of Catholic entities contributing to
the Church’s wider mission, it is
valuable to collate their information
in one place.

“People are called to support the
Church in a wide variety of ways,

including dioceses, parishes,
schools, social service agencies and
chaplaincies, among many others,”
Mr Dempsey said.

“While it is not the Directory’s
purpose, this publication helps
demonstrate just how widely the

Church and her people reach into .‘

the life of New Zealand communities, r e‘%’j/"
from our largest cities to remote &
towns and villages.” &

Hard copies of the Catholic )
Directory can be purchased for

$40, including GST and postage. Vi
They can be ordered by emailing
directory@nzcbc.org.nz

There is also an online version of
the Catholic Directory. The annual
online subscription costs $22 plus
GST and can be activated at
https://directory.catholic.org.nz/
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Education leader receives national honour, new role

A long-serving former principal of Baradene College and
St Mary’s College, Ponsonby received her MNZM at a
ceremony at Government House in Auckland on April 11.

continue strengthening our excellent Catholic education
system, which supports young people to grow in faith and
lead positive, fulfilled lives as active contributors to our

Sandy Pasley was made a Member of the New Zealand COMRILIIS

Order of Merit in the 2026 New Year Honours for services
to education.

The current Vicar for Education, Catherine Ryan, will
continue in the role until Mrs Pasley starts in the position,
and will be assistant to the vicar until the end of 2026, to

On April 8, Bishop Steve Lowe announced the ) ) N
assist with the transition.

appointment of Mrs Pasley as Vicar for Education for the

Catholic Diocese of Auckland. She takes up the role on Mrs Pasley is a leader in secondary education, with more
July 20. than 20 years’ experience as principal during her 40-year
career.

Mrs Pasley said she is “looking forward to working with
Bishop Steve and colleagues across the Diocese to

She retired as principal of Baradene College in 2025, a
role she held from 2011. Under her leadership, Baradene
saw a significant improvement across all results, and is
now within the top 10 schools in New Zealand, with close
to 100 per cent achievement in NCEA.

She was the first lay principal at St Mary’s College
in Auckland from 2002 to 2011, also lifting academic
achievement during her leadership there.

Throughout her career, Mrs Pasley has volunteered her
time and expertise to various boards and advisory panels.

A long-time executive of the Secondary Principals’
Association of New Zealand, in 2015 she was the first
female president to be elected and became a life member
in 2017.
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Catholic tech expert warns
against sleepwalking on Al

As artificial intelligence becomes
more prevalent, a leading Kiwi
Catholic expert on technology says
people shouldn’t assume they are
helpless, but should try to contribute
to debate about using Al for the
greater good.

In the latest episode of the Catholic
Kiwi Podcast, self-described

“broad technologist” James Bergin
acknowledged people’s fears and
concerns in this area.

Asked by host Joanna Kearney for
a simple definition of Al, Mr Bergin
said it is the ability for computers
or machines to mimic human
intelligence, “and it is important to
focus on the word ‘mimic’””, he said.

“l think because of the expert mimic
behaviour that they can present,
there are some particular challenges
associated with this technology,” Mr
Bergin said.

“Pretty much for the first time

that | can recall, we now have
technology coming and meeting us
in our language and in our domain,
whereas historically it has been

us meeting the computers in their

domain . .. using things like a mouse,

icons and a keyboard.

“Now we have machines able to talk
to us with human language. Human
language is imprecise and messy
and creative and fascinating — all
those aspects need to be factored in
when we think about how we deploy
these technologies.”

Mr Bergin said he sees a role for the
Pope and the Church in contributing
to the debate on this and other
technologies.

“Who is helping me figure out what
a moral or good or right use of this
technology is, in addition to an
efficient and productive application
that is going to help with business?”
he asked.

Podcast, said it is good to ask
questions and also “to sit in the
discomfort of not knowing”.

“It is not a matter of knowing all the
things, but it is a matter of connecting
with others and exploring what might
be possible,” he said.

Among other topics discussed in the

Tworry about us just stumbling into the future...
That is not what I think we are called to do.

“I think the Popes have a role to play
in that, the Church has a role to play
in that, and the Church is us, it is not
just the magisterium, it is also us, and
how we can help each other inside
the Church, but also our friends and
family who aren’t in the Church. I'm
not saying become a preacher and
tell them how it should be done, but
leave space for the conversation.
What can we do to try to shape a
future we prefer?”

But Mr Bergin said he has concerns
about society “sleepwalking” in this
area.

“l worry about us just stumbling into
the future, and it will be whatever it
will be. That is not what | think we
are called to do as people made in
the image of God. | think what we are
called to do is try to shape the future.”

Mr Bergin, who has also hosted
episodes of the Catholic Kiwi
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podcast were the use of technology
by the Church, human creativity,
beauty, art and the need to have
“humans in the loop” of technology
application.

Find the podcast by searching
“Catholic Kiwi Podcast” on YouTube
or Spotify.
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Transformed by Grace,
Guided by Love

Over the weekend of March 20-22, the Catholic Diocese of Auckland
hosted the International Teams of Our Lady Oceania Conference at the
Richmond Hotel in Mt Wellington.

Bringing together couples from Australia, the Philippines, Timor Leste and
New Zealand, the conference offered a dynamic and heartfelt introduction
to Teams of Our Lady, a global Catholic lay movement dedicated to
deepening married spirituality and strengthening marriages. About 90
people participated in the weekend’s activities.

Teams of Our Lady supports married couples through small teams of five

to seven couples who meet monthly in one another’s homes. Sharing
meals, prayer, Scripture and honest conversation, often accompanied by a
priest or spiritual advisor, Teams groups become places of encouragement,
accountability and grace. Through this supportive community, couples grow
closer to God and to each other as they journey toward holiness.

The conference theme, “Transformed by Grace, Guided by Love”, came
alive through keynote presentations, personal testimonies, breakout
discussions and reflective prayer. Married couples shared powerfully on
dialogue, decision-making, sacramentality and living faith in everyday life.
Clergy and lay leaders offered theological and pastoral insights rooted in
real experiences of marriage.

Highlights included a panel discussion on marriage and Teams, a joyful
gala dinner and Sunday Mass celebrated by Bishop Steve Lowe. Time for
fellowship, reflection and prayer was woven throughout, creating a strong
sense of connection and shared mission.

For many, the weekend offered clarity about Teams of Our Lady, as well as
inspiration to take the next step in nurturing their marriage through faith,
community and love lived daily.

Through this supportive community,
couples grow closer to God and to each other
as they journey toward holiness.
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Vocations Sunday:

Responding to the voice
of the Good Shepherd

by Sean Powick

On April 26, the Church celebrated
Vocations Sunday, also known as
Good Shepherd Sunday. This special
day invites us to contemplate Christ
the Good Shepherd, who knows
each of us by name and lovingly calls
us to follow Him. It is @ moment for
reflection on how God invites every
person to offer their life in service,
according to the vocation to which
they are called.

In the Catholic Diocese of Auckland,
we give particular thanks this year
for the gift of 11 seminarians currently
in formation for the priesthood at
Holy Cross Seminary. These men,
who are at different stages of

their discernment, are responding
generously to God’s call. Last year
marked our largest intake in many
years, and it is a great blessing to
see these seminarians continuing
their formation into a second year.
Their perseverance is a quiet yet
powerful witness to faith, trust and
openness to God'’s will.

Our seminarians reflect the rich
diversity of our Diocese and bring
with them a wide range of life
experiences. Philip, for instance,
worked for five years as a foreman
on a building site before entering the
seminary. Tuan and Anthony share

a strong passion for football, while
Rewi has returned to the seminary
after serving as a high school
teacher in the Far North, teaching

in a full-immersion Maori school in
Whangaroa. Rewi also has a deep
love of music, from classical and
choral works to opera, jazz and even
the Doobie Brothers.

Earlier this year, the Diocese rejoiced
in the ordination of Fr Ryan Sy, a
joyful sign of the fruits of vocational
discernment and a powerful
encouragement to those discerning
their own calling.

Bishop Steve invites all Catholics to
pray for our seminarians and for an
increase in vocations. As we mark
Vocations Sunday, we invite you

to keep all those discerning their
vocation in your prayers. If you are
able, please also consider supporting
this year’s appeal. Your generosity
helps support the formation of these
men, who will one day serve as
shepherds for our Diocese.



