15th Sunday in Ordinary Time | Year A |12th July

Welcome before Mass
Tēnā Koutou Katoa – Haere mai. Today is the 15th Sunday of Ordinary Time. I welcome you warmly. God’s word is present here and now, amongst us - as we are called to open our hearts and minds; to listen and to hear. In preparation for the celebration of this liturgy, let’s now take a moment of silence.
A moment of silence.
Together now, we join and sing our opening hymn.

Prayer of the Faithful	
For the Church – that we drink deeply from the fountain of your Word, opening our hearts to your Spirit, so that we may evermore become instruments of justice and compassion, mercy and peace, consolation, and love.
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.

For leaders & public servants – that theirs be a work of justice which upholds human dignity and protects the innocent and vulnerable, the unborn and the dying.
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.

For young people – that God’s Holy Spirit be their power for witness.
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.

For all believers – that the Word of God give them courage to correct injustice and heal the wounds of hate.
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.

For those who have died – that they rejoice for ever at the heavenly banquet.
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.
	
For our local community of …    (What are the needs of your locality – housing, health, truancy, an accident… Please discern the needs of your community and compose a petition.) 

Concluding Prayer
Lord God, we ask you to receive our prayers
and answer them according to your great mercy.
Grant that whatever our labours for your kingdom will sow
may produce an abundant harvest for eternity.
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. R. Amen.
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