17th Sunday in Ordinary Time | Year A |26th July

Welcome before Mass
Tēnā Koutou Katoa – Haere mai. Today is 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time. The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field and there is no greater treasure or joy than him. 
I would like to extend a very warm welcome to everyone who has gathered here. 
In preparation for the celebration of this liturgy, let’s now take a moment of silence.
A moment of silence.
Together now, we join and sing our opening hymn.

Prayer of the Faithful	
For the Church – that the merciful love of God will come to all who serve the church and comfort them in difficult times.
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.

For all who search for meaning in their lives – that they may discover the hidden treasure of truth, the rich pearl of faith and the challenge of discipleship.
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.

For a new spirit of leadership – that the choices of our leaders may be founded on wisdom and hallmarked by true discernment and an abiding respect for all whose lives they affect.
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.

For older people – that they be a loving and guiding presence in the lives of children and young adults.
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.

For our Common Home – that those suffering the effects of flooding will be comforted, that people will respond to the call for an integral ecology and work earnestly toward it.
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.
	
For our local community of …    (What are the needs of your locality – housing, health, truancy, an accident… Please discern the needs of your community and compose a petition.) 

Concluding Prayer
Gracious God,
as we walk in the light of your face,
increase in us your many gifts for our well-being.
Let them become our way to eternal life
with your risen Son, Jesus Christ,
who is Lord for ever and ever R. Amen.
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