29th Sunday in Ordinary Time | Year A |18th October

Welcome before Mass
Tēnā Koutou Katoa – Haere mai. Today is the 29th Sunday of Ordinary Time. We pray for a world that is troubled by wars and people displaced by war. At the end of this liturgy, we will be sent to be workers in the vineyard of Christ’s Mission by serving our brothers and sisters and working to care for the poor and afflicted. In preparation for the celebration of this liturgy, let’s now take a moment of silence.
A moment of silence.
Together now, we join and sing our opening hymn.

Prayer of the Faithful	
For the Church of Aotearoa New Zealand – that we respond to the call of being missionary disciples, and pray always, in seeking the salvation of the whole world and justice for the downtrodden.  
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.

For our country’s national and local leaders – that they act with wisdom, adopt long term vision, and strive to act for the good of society and the good of our Common Home.
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.

For people imprisoned and tortured, those imprisoned without trial, and political prisoners – that they be treated with dignity, freed from violence, and that those who have committed no crime have their freedom restored. 
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.

For people forced to leave their homelands, for all in refugee camps  – that they will find a new place to call home where they are welcomed warmly and where the traumas of the past will be healed.  
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.

For people discriminated against, who suffer because of their race, religion, or gender – that we strive to build more just societies in which people’s differences are welcomed.  
V. E te Ariki 	R. whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou | V. We pray to the Lord 	R. Lord, hear our prayer.
	
For our local community of …    (What are the needs of your locality – housing, health, truancy, an accident… Please discern the needs of your community and compose a petition.) 

Concluding Prayer
Nurturing God, we ask you to answer our prayers, for you are merciful and gracious to all your people. Rescue us from whatever could harm us, and crown us with your kindness and compassion in Christ Jesus, both now and for ever. R. Amen.
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